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his skin beneath his shirt. The girdles of the men are made
with three plaited thongs and those of the women with
five, and they are also considered useful for restraining the
pangs of hunger. The hoist is raised from the bottom of the
well by a camel drawing it away, and it is allowed to fall
by the camel's return to the well-mouth. The depth of
wells, often two hundred feet, is easily seen by the length
of the path made by the camel. The day's work over, the
Bedouin gather at a Sheikh's coffee-hearth; and the majlis, or
"sitting-place," of the chief Sheikh rings frequently with the
noise of the coffee-pounding. His tent is usually distinguish-
able by having at least one pole more than other men's.

This is the time of their simple courting and marrying,
of a more sociable life for them than in the winter or spring,
and there is flirting at the well-head. Many are the ballads
about the Bedouin beauties repeated by the young men,
who, like Italian youths, long remain lovesick, before in the
end more likely than not marrying some one else put forward
by their family. First cousins are often taken as the first
wife, for it is understood among them that a man may take
his first cousin if he desires. This preserves the purity of
blood and characteristic of the clan, while ensuring that the
dowry of camels remains with it.

The Arab is much fonder of his women than some
foreigners believe. who have only heard of the harsher
aspects of the "harem" system in other Moslem countries
in days gone past. In Mecca lovers through the generations
have brought into being a whole secret organization with
a cypher for their language. By custom they may not meet,
and letters would be regarded as blameworthy as a meeting.
Having seen for a moment some one who seems desirable,
they must somehow make their feelings known to the object
of their love, and so the secret language is employed. It
would be unkind to reveal the age-old secret of Meccan
flirts, but the reader may guess the import of some of the
signs which they employ. They send, for example, a leaf,
a clove, some pepper, cardamom, salt, or a coffee-bean. A
girl may send as a present a piece of embroidery, usually in